
 
Draft Minutes 

 Town of Vermont Board Meeting 
Jan 10, 2022 

7:00 P.M.  
4017 County Rd JJ, Black Earth WI 53572 

To listen to the meeting by phone, please dial 608-424-8062 
In attendance, Karen, Doug, Alex, John, Autumn 

 

 Call to order and certification of notice posting  

 Karen called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  
Katie certified that the meeting had been published in the Mount Horeb Mail, the town website, the door 
of town hall and emailed to subscribers. 

 Approval of agenda 

John motioned to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0 

 Approval of December minutes 

Doug moved to approve the December minutes.  The minutes were approved 5-0 

 Chairman's report and acknowledgments  

 The Ford 550 has been in the shop with transmission work and the tractor had to be used as a backup 
 for plowing. The repairs on the truck were $7500.  

 Karen met with Dane County Towns Association about Cooperative Boundary Agreements and found 
 that there are people who specialize in helping towns craft these agreements.  We will want to discuss 
 the possibility of bringing someone in as an expert to assist us.  

 Citizens’ Input 

 none 

 Treasurer’s report  

Deposits for the month totaled $888,491.71, with most of that being property tax collection. Our account 
balance is $1,206,952.85 with $257,408.64 in reserve and a remaining operating balance for the year 
of $64,017.93 

John made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report and the motion carried 5-0 

 Clerk’s report  

On December 17, we wrote a check to Detroit Salt for 3672.14 for an invoice they sent in September 
which was presumably lost in the mail.  

In addition to the usual bills, we had a bill for towing the F-550 to Hallada for transmission work, for 
332.33. We also paid for 10 years of web hosting through GoDaddy.  We were required to change 
providers as BlueHost does not support .gov addresses and all Wisconsin municipalities are being 
asked to migrate to .gov addresses for security reasons. Additionally, we paid out the required portions 
of the property taxes we received to Dane County and the various school and college districts.  

December building permits were one permit to Tyrol Basin for a commercial addition.  



There will be a primary for the Mount Horeb School Board on Feb 15.  

Alex made a motion to approve the clerks report. Motion carried 5-0 

 Payment of bills  

Doug moved to pay the bills.  Motion carried 5-0 

 Patrolman Report, Mt. Horeb Fire Department, Black Earth Fire District and District 1 EMS Reports 

Jack has been working on culvert inspection and cleaning up downed trees after the recent winds.  The 
IH was damaged when the wing caught a void in the snow and flipped up, striking the side of the cab.  
We will wait until spring to repair it so that we don’t have a truck out of commission again.   

The MHFD has a virtual meeting to approve taking money from the capital expenditure fund to cover 
the roughly $8000 repair bill for some damaged apparatus.  

Black Earth Fire and District 1 have no updates this month.  

 Zoning change, homesite and driveway approval – 3776 Forshaug Road – Marc Robertson 

The driveway visibility does seem good at this site, which is as issue along parts of Forshaug Rd. The 
house will not be visible from the road. 

Karen motioned to approve the zoning change from FP-35 to RR2. Motion carried 5-0 

Karen motioned to approve the homesite.  Motion carried 5-0 

Karen motioned to approve the 375 ft driveway.  Motion carried 5-0 

 Consideration and possible approval of driveway permit-Kurt Leslie 

This driveway is not being changed in any way, however when the homesite was approved recently, 
the fact that the driveway permit had lapsed was not noticed.  Doug made a motion to approve the 
renewal of the driveway permit for Kurt Leslie.  Motion carried 5-0 

 Update regarding Traffic Study for Blue Mounds Trail and Zwettler Rd. 

 Karen discussed our options with a DOT representative recently and found that it is uncommon for 
 towns of this size to undertake traffic studies. Additionally, we would be unlikely to receive approval for 
 a reduced speed on the stretches of road in question.  The representative suggested our best option 
 would be to post warning signs at the curves.  Board members discussed the fact that residents are the 
 ones who are the worst about taking the road at unsafe speeds and not maintaining their lane position.  

 John made a motion to post two warning signs on Blue Mounds Trail about the sharp curves.  Motion 
 carried 5-0. 

 Discussion regarding current short-term rental policy and future considerations 

 The board has mixed opinions on the issue of short-term rentals and generally is less in favor of 
 allowing non owner-occupied short-term rentals at all. They would like additional input from the WTA 
 about whether it is possible to prohibit non-owner occupied short term rentals outright.  The discussion 
 will continue. 

 Town of Vermont Technology Assessment 



 John and Autumn provided some insight into their experiences with Google Suites and Doug mentioned 
 issues he has encountered with Microsoft 365.  Karen will look at pricing and we will discuss next 
 month.  

 Discussion and consideration of DCTA resolution regarding leaded fuel in aircraft 

 No action was taken by the board at this time, pending more information on the impact of such a 
 decision. 

 Consideration and possible approval of backup snow plow blade for tractor 

 After plowing with the tractor and bucket, Jack has found a used plow blade for the tractor for a total 
 cost of approximately $2500. Karen made a motion to approve the purchase.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 Line of Credit renewal with State Bank 

 John made a motion to approve the annual renewal of our line of credit with State Bank of Cross Plains.  
 The motion carried 5-0. 

 Agenda Items for Feb Meeting 

1) Consideration and possible approval of google suite for Town of Vermont 

2) 2021 Land Use Review 

3) Cooperative boundary agreement discussion 

4) Budget amendment for backup snow plow blade purchase and increase budget for truck repairs 

5) Consideration and possible approval of DCTA resolution regarding leaded fuel in aircraft 

 Adjournment 

Autumn made a motion to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm 

 

Posted:        Katie Zelle, Clerk 
Notice Published: Jan 2022 


